The Compost Cooperative: 2024 Environmental and Economic Impacts
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We look to provide a conservative, accurate and comprehensive accounting of the economic
and environmental impacts of The Compost Cooperative. We find that despite having a
relatively small footprint in terms of assets, The Compost Cooperative makes a substantial positive
contribution to the local economy and environment. This data is provided by IMPLAN, an

economic analysis software used in collaboration with the Department of Economics.

Jobs Contributed to the Local Economy

The Compost Cooperative created 6 direct jobs for worker-members, with 0.45 additional jobs
generated indirectly through supply chain activities. These positions predominantly serve barrier-
facing populations, including formerly incarcerated individuals, representing 50% of total
employment.

Wages

Worker members earned an average hourly wage of $23.26. The worker members' wage was
approximately 1.17% higher than the industry average. Total revenue in 2024 amounted to
$191,700 for 3,912 hours worked, yielding a labor productivity rate of $49 per hour.

Dollar Contribution to the Local Economy

The cooperative generated an estimated $244,896 in total economic output for Franklin County,
comprising: $174,530 from direct business activities and $70,366 through indirect supply chain and
induced spending effects. Local procurement totaled $30,500 (16% of revenue).

Contribution to State and Local Revenue Base

Tax contributions included $4,200 to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (predominantly payroll
taxes) and $130 in local sales taxes. The federal tax was estimated at $3,150 annually. The
cooperative’s operation generated a estimated tax contributions of $35,649 across government
levels, including: $5,427 to Massachusetts, $26,394 in federal revenue, and $3,828 to local

municipalities.

CO; Emissions Reduction

By diverting compostable waste from the landfill, in 2024 the cooperative prevented
approximately 88.2 tons of CO 2 from entering the atmosphere due to landfill emissions.
Compost Kept Out of Landfill

Th cooperative diverted 180 tons (360,000 pounds) of organic waste from landfills including 145
tons to Martin’s Farm and 35 tons to Just Roots Farm.

Community and Social Contributions

Charitable initiatives totaled $4,965, combining: 35 tons of compost donations ($1,715 value), 72
volunteer hours ($1,800 value), and subsidized services for 10 low-income households ($600
value). Worker members completed 1,560 training hours on average before ownership eligibility,

with a 20% annual transition rate to full membership.
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